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fhgfdgdfgdg 2016 Friday  16th September 

FROM THE HEADMASTER’S DESK 
 
Following one of the warmest weeks 
that I remember in September, I have 
been delighted to see pupils taking full 
advantage of the fine weather, the 
school lawns and the opportunity to 
work and play outside. No doubt it has 
been too hot for some, but let us enjoy it 
while it lasts, I suspect there may well be 
cooler days ahead! 
 

This week we have begun our clubs and activities as well as having our first fixtures of the term. There are a 
significant number of opportunities after school at Saint Nicholas and I would encourage all our pupils to 
get involved as much as possible and to take advantage of what is on offer. 
 
May I also remind parents about the homework clubs and Study Plus. These after-school prep sessions 
have been slightly restructured this year and they do provide an excellent working environment. My hope 
is that attendance will grow at these sessions and that we will be able to offer the pupils the support and 
guidance to further enhance their learning opportunities and ultimately, to impact positively on their 
results. 
 
Finally, may I thank the parents of Year 9 and Year 10 pupils who attended the GCSE information evening 
on Wednesday. I am grateful to Mr Wilson for putting this together and I hope that you found it both useful 
and informative. 
 

 

 
 

There will be a celebration of Maggie’s life on Saturday 19th November at 7pm in the 
school theatre. If you are a parent, past pupil or member of staff whose life was 
touched by Maggie and would like to attend and/or would like to contribute a special 
memory or photograph of Maggie, please either email Caroline Petherbridge 
(caroline@sparkleforyou.co.uk ) or call/text Simone Perry (07811 549431).  

MAGGIE JONES MEMORIAL 
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ROALD DAHL DAY IN THE LOWER SCHOOL 

Tuesday 13th September was an exciting day in the Lower School as the children celebrated ‘Roald Dahl 
Day’, marking what would have been the late author’s 100th birthday.  
 
Children in Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed creating their own chocolate bar and designing an advert for ‘Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory’, whilst Year 4 pupils focused on  creating dreams themed around the story of 
the BFG.  
 
Further down the school Year 2 learned about ‘The Twits’ and wrote some fabulous character descriptions 
using adjectives and similes. They even made Mr Twit’s beard! 
 

Meanwhile, Year 1 had fun learning about ‘The Giraffe, 
The Pelly and Me’ with a focus on adjectives, and the 
girls and boys in Reception centred their learning around 
‘The Enormous Crocodile’, creating masks, designing 
crocodiles and making and tasting fruit. Much fun was 
had by all! 
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YOUNG WRITERS’ COMPETITION 

RUBY’S JUNGLE STORY  
 
Suddenly, they arrived in the dark, damp jungle. They 
swung through trees on strong vines.  
 
Then they landed in front of an evil snake. He wanted 
to hypnotise them.  
 
Spencer, Ellie and Teddy ran away as fast as they 
could. They were lost in the jungle and needed help.  
 
Then, Aslan popped out of the bushes and came to 
see them. He was a very kind lion. 
 
“Jump on my back,” he said. It was comfy on Aslan’s 
back.  
 
Soon they reached the vines again, they swung 
through the trees and Spencer took Ellie home.  
 
Ruby (6) 

At the end of last year, a number of Year 1 and Year 2 pupils (now 
in Years 2 and 3) were entered into the Young Writers’ ‘My First 
Story’ and we are delighted to have heard that the following 
pupils’ stories will be published in the Young Writers’ books: Louie, 
Roda, Joseph, Ella, Emily J, Zach, Emily W, Esme, Becky, Anabelle, 
Skye, Oscar, Ishaan, Millie, Milana, Ruby, Fleur, William, Theo, 
India, Grace, Farai, Charlotte, James, Amman, Dilan and Zachary.  
 

This is a fantastic achievement and will hopefully encourage the 
children to continue to expand on their creative writing skills. The 
books are due to be published at the end of this year and we look 
forward to seeing the final printed versions. Well done to all! 
 

Here are a couple of the pupils’ stories... 
 

 
EMILY’S ZOO STORY 
 
Once upon a time there lived a girl called Ellie. She 
was woken up by a tapping on the window. She 
opened the door. Spencer said, “Why don’t we go to 
the zoo?” 
 
Ellie gasped. “Really?” she said.  
 
When they got to the zoo, Ellie said, “Wow! This is 
beautiful”. 
 
Ellie said it looked amazing and Spencer agreed. 
“What can I see?” said Ellie. “I can see an elephant, 
monkey, caterpillar.” It was amazing.  
 
Then they met a panda bear, it was a big surprise. 
They gave him a big cuddle.  
 
When they were at the top of the elephant, they 
could see so far. Everything looked so green and 
small.  
 
They then met a monkey and he had a banana, he 
was big and brown.  
 
Spencer waved goodbye to Ellie as he rode home on 
the elephant.  
 
Emily (6) 
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‘MACBETH’ AT THE GLOBE  

Last Tuesday, the Head of English, Mrs Whyman, 
took our lucky Year 10 and Year 11 pupils to see a 
much anticipated performance of Shakespeare’s 
‘Macbeth’ at London’s famous Globe Theatre.  
 
The pupils enjoyed the performance which will no 
doubt help with their studying of the text for their 
GCSE examinations.   

Following the performance, Year 11’s Thomas 
commented on how much he enjoyed the 
language of the play which pleased his English 
teachers no end!  

 



5 

RECEPTION NEWS  

The new Reception children have been very busy over the last week…. 
 
 

This week the Reception pupils read ‘Come to School Too, Blue Kangaroo!’ and 
learned lots of interesting facts about kangaroos, including whether they really 
are indeed blue! They particularly enjoyed helping blue kangaroo with the 
various classroom activities such as sorting shapes and found it most amusing 
that the cheeky kangaroo got up to so much mischief in the classroom whilst 
the children were at lunch!  

 
 
 

Here they all are 
blackberry 
picking. The 
children loved this 
activity.  

COME TO SCHOOL TOO, BLUE KANGAROO!  
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It’s been lovely getting to know all the new 

children in the pre-school over the first two weeks 

of term, helping them to explore the setting, 

inside and outside, and introducing them to the 

muddy area which is already a favourite place to 

play.  

The first PE lesson can often be a challenge for 

many, not least the teachers, however, 

everything went smoothly and the pupils had a 

great time using the balls, hoops and beanbags as 

well as joining in with some action songs. 

A big well done for all the children for settling so 

well. You are all superstars!  

NEW SCHOOL YEAR IN PRE-SCHOOL  

 

 

The collection procedure is slightly different when 
children move up to Year 3. Pupils who are not 
attending a club or homework club are brought 
out to the holding area under the sails by their 
form teacher and left in the care of the duty 
teacher. If children have not been collected  by 
4pm the duty teacher will take them to home-
work club.  

NOTICE FOR YEAR 3 

Don’t forget to keep up to date with school news by liking 
the school page on Facebook  -  www.facebook.com/
saintnicholasschoolharlow/ - and following us on Twitter  
-  @SaintNicksSch 

FACEBOOK & TWITTER 
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SPORTS REPORT 

ARCHERY SUCCESS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Zoe in Year 9 for being one of four 
juniors selected to represent Hertfordshire in the 
Southern Counties Archery Tournament, held 
recently in Oxford.  
 

The team faced some tough competition from eleven 
other counties in challenging conditions. After 
competing for nine hours in the rain, and shooting no 
less than 144 arrows each, Zoe scored a personal best 
and helped the team secure a very respectable fourth 
place. Well done Zoe! 

YEAR 4 FOOTBALL TOURNAMENT 
 

This week 
saw the Year 
4 boys 
competing in 
their annual 
football 
tournament 
held at Mark 
Hall 
Academy.  
 
The team 
were 
competitive in their approach and enjoyed some tough 
opposition from Church Langley A and B teams, Nazeing 
and Holy Cross.  
 
Each member of the team is congratulated on their efforts 
and is encouraged to build on this experience and further 
develop their skills by regularly attending football training 
which takes place after school on Thursdays.   

 

NEW NETBALL COACH 
 

The PE department is delighted to 
welcome a new netball coach, Katie Ings, 
from Tegate netball club.  
 

Katie will be providing first rate extra - 
curricular coaching to girls attending the 

Monday after school 
club.  
 

Katie is a qualified 
Level 2 Coach and, as 
well as captaining the 
Tegate East Region 
Squad and playing for 
the Tegate Kestrels  in 
the Harlow and 
Turnford Leagues, 
she is also a County 
Satellite Coach for the 
East Essex Region in 
the England Netball 
Talent Pathway. 


