
 Saint Nicholas School Newsletter75years of excellence

Saint Nicholas School, Hobbs Cross Road, Old Harlow, Essex CM17 0NJ Tel. 01279 429910

Join the Saint Nicks community online - www.saintnicholasschool.net
Click the Facebook and Twitter pictures to find us!

@SaintNicksSch

Saint Nicholas School

Friday 5th June 2015

At 4.30am on Monday 18th 
May Year 9 pupils, Mr 
Ellsworth, Mrs Stallman 
and I began the three 
day trip to the WW1 
battlefields with Martin 
Featherstone as our tour 
guide. 

On day one we 
visited numerous 
sites in Belgium, 
including the 
German military 
cemetery, 
Langemark. We 
also visited Tyne 
Cot, the largest 
British war 

cemetery in the world, 
where Ellie-Rae and Joe 
laid a wreath. We listened 
to the very moving Last 
Post at the Menin Gate, 
where Sophie and Oliver 
also had the honour of 
laying a wreath.

On day two we visited 
the Somme battlefields 
and various memorials 
to different countries, 
including Newfoundland 
Park (Canada) and Ulster 
Tower (Ireland).

We visited the very 
imposing Thiepval, where 
we laid a homemade 
wreath from Year 7.

On day three we went to 
the Wellington Tunnels 
where soldiers hid before 
a major battle and then 
visited the amazing 

Vimy Ridge which 
commemorates Canadian 
soldiers.

Although the trip was 
long, the Year 9s were 
impeccably behaved 
and were exceptional 
ambassadors for the 
school. My thanks to 
them for their attitude 
and behaviour and also 
to Mr Ellsworth and 
Mrs Stallman who gave 
up their time and were 
invaluable to me.

Mrs Johnson

YPRES VISIT

http://www.saintnicholasschool.net
http://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow
http://www.twitter.com/SaintNicksSch
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We had a very exciting PE session this week, practising for Sports Day on the field.

We had a go at running on the track and using the bat and balls.

Our topic for this half term is holidays, and we have been focussing on the seaside this week.  We have 
experimented with floating and sinking objects and made some beautiful rainbow fish to hang in our outside 
area.

Please ensure that your child has sun cream and a named hat at pre-school every day, as we do spend as much 
time as we can outside.

MINIBEAST HUNTING IN 
RECEPTION

This term in Reception we are learning about mini 
beasts. 

During Welly Wednesday we went on a minibeast 
hunt in the eco garden and found lots of slugs, 
woodlice and insects! 

LITTLE SAINTS NEWS
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ROYAL SOCIETY BOOK PRIZE JUDGES

We are now looking for judges for the Royal Society's Young 
People's Book Prize. 

Pupils are to read through the book then consider the 
following: 

How does the book look? Is it well written? What makes it 
interesting? How much does it appeal to you?

They will then write a review of the book and eventually we 
will vote for Saint Nicholas' favourite. 

Here is the very first review by Sophia Blake in Year 6:

This book was a challenging book. I say this because it used very 
scientific words. 

I would recommend this book to people who likea sci-fi and 
realistic fiction genres. 

One of my favourite parts is when a character called Klank saves 
the day by hugging the antimatter squirt gun and making it 
explode. 

I would give this book five out of five stars. I really like how well 
the author used actual scientists as examples. 

I loved this book and I think Klank did too!

3
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GCSE Art Exhibition 2015
Saint Nicholas School proudly presents…

Please join with us on Friday 12th June 4–5pm to 
celebrate the artistic achievements of our Year 11 pupils.

The exhibition will be held in the Swire House art room.
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SPORTS REPORT

KARATE KIDS

Pupils from Saint Nicholas took part in the UK's 
first District Schools Karate Competition in May 
with karate teacher Daniel Thackray.
They did fantastically well and came 5th out of 
11 schools locally. The competition was very well 
organised and all the pupils were focussed, and full 
of good sportsmanship.

Medals won:
Jack - Gold
Luke - Silver
Tommy- Bronze
Matthew- Bronze
Teddy- Bronze
Damien - Silver
Lucy - Bronze

TABLE TENNIS

The great success of our table-tennis trials with local 
club, BATTS, has now provided competition to all 
interested pupils.

Head Coach, Graham Frankel offers the following 
invitation to talented individuals:

I'd like to tell you about our exciting new league 
competition, open to all junior players (up to Year 10) 
starting in September. The BATTS Junior Open League 
is a fantastic opportunity for youngsters to get a regular 
chance to compete in a league, with matches taking 
place on Saturday afternoons. 

Similar leagues have been springing up in other 
areas and they are phenomenally successful. We have 
entries from a wide area. Don't miss the chance to be 
part of this great new venture. For more information, 
including the registration form, visit our website HERE.

Opportunities for younger pupils who are keen to be 
involved in table tennis could also be offered.

Year 7 players will be invited to a BATTS trial at Saint 
Nicholas on Thursday 18th July.

YEARS 6–10 BOYS PE…HIT FOR 6?

Well done to all the boys who have taken advantage 
of the striking and fielding opportunities this half-
term with cricket and rounders lessons.

Would parents not enjoy the opportunity to hit 
each other for 6, in their own family 20/20 fixture 
in the park this weekend ?!

YEAR 9 ROUNDERS

Well done to the Year 9 girls who worked very 
hard last half term in their rounders unit of work. 
Particularly Amelia Redcliffe for her improved 
confidence and catching skills and Megan Stokes, 
Amy Graham and Esha Alex for their performances 
in rounders fixtures!

http://www.batts.org.uk


 Saint Nicholas School Newsletter

6 7

SPORTS REPORT
WELL DONE, BEAU!

Congratulations to Beau Ottley 
and her horse Bubble Pop 

Electric, who won the 138cm 
Springboard British Show 

Jumping Final in Cheshire 
on Saturday 30th May! 

U9 SAINT NICHOLAS TENNIS TEAM WINNERS 

Well done to our Year 3 and 4 pupils selected following their 
efforts in lessons, practice over half term and in after school 
opportunities.

They beat 12 competing schools to WIN, and will now 
represent Harlow at the ESSEX SUMMER GAMES!

Well done to Louis, Joe, Ben and Jenson, Ruby, Paige, Ellie and 
Faith. We are very proud of your efforts.

This is the third consecutive year that Saint Nicholas has won 
at this event.

ATHLETICS

Very well done to all athletes 
who have been selected or 
represented the school with Mr 
Brown and Miss Foley at the 
regional ISA events this week.

LOST PROPERTY

Kit is regularly taken from the changing 
rooms and then placed in the general lost 
property container at the entrance to 
Jubilee House. Mrs Haley is then able to 
assist and return named kit to pupils.

Please label all items of kit clearly on the 
outside with name tags. Footwear needs 
to be labelled with a permanent marker 
on the inside. All property should be 
securely placed in pupils' lockers when 
not required.

Space can be saved by utilising small 
bags, and only bringing the correct kit for 
lessons.

U11 TENNIS FESTIVAL VS HARLOWBURY  MONDAY 8TH  JUNE 4-5PM

Many of our talented younger pupils in Years 3–6 
will take on older pupils from Harlowbury School 
as we continue to improve their tennis enjoyment 
and success. Our mini court, red ball  format takes a 
tie-break initiative with pupils serving (under/over 
arm) twice and keeping a points score.

This shadows the Lawn Tennis Association 
guidelines and has led to a further improvement for 
all pupils involved in tennis during Games lessons.
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LIFE IN THE FAST LANE FOR 
CLAUDIA

Claudia King (6E) describes 
how her Triathlon 
adventures have continued 
since recently finishing 2nd 
representing Saint Nicholas, 
in the National ISA Triathlon 
event.

Last Sunday I competed in the 
Mallory Park Junior Triathlon 
in Leicestershire. 

I had to swim in an open water 
lake for 250m, and then cycle 
4.5km in the pouring rain 
while the wind was blowing 
very strongly. 

Then I had to run 1.4km with 
very wet shoes! It was really tough, the hardest triathlon I’ve ever 
done and I finished 19th.  Afterwards I thought I would never do 
another triathlon but maybe I will if the sun shines!

Claudia also recently ran the Westminster Mile on behalf of 
Edie’s Butterfly Appeal. 

She managed to run the mile in exactly 7 minutes and has 
raised well over £400 in the process!

You would think Claudia is ready for a well deserved rest 
this weekend but instead she will be taking part in the Great 
Ormond Street Hospital Kids 5k fun run with her brother 
George! 

ANNICE AND FRIENDS RACE FOR LIFE

Congratulation to Annice Kisberg and friends who 
recently took part in the Race for Life 10k event. 
Annice  finished the race in 1 hour 14 minutes and 
raised a whopping £150 which she has donated to 
Edie's Butterfly appeal.

Well done!

YEARS 6–9 GIRLS
PERSONAL SURVIVAL KIT LIST
(SWIMMING POOL)

School swimming costume
School yellow swimming hat
Long ankle length trousers
Long sleeved top (covered to the wrists)
Second long sleeved top for assessment 
lessons
Towel

CLUBS (SUMMER TERM 2 MISS FOLEY)

After school 4-5pm
Monday
Years 6–10 girls rounders

Friday
Years 4–6 boys & girls rounders

Lunch break
Tuesday (junior lunch)
Years 1 & 2 boys & girls netball/balls skills

Tuesday (senior lunch)
Years 9 & 10 boys & girls rounders

Wednesday (middle lunch)
Years 6 & 7 boys & girls rounders

ROUNDERS FIXTURES, WEEK 
COMMENCING 8TH JUNE 

Tuesday 9th June
Year 5/6 mixed rounders vs Stewards girls 
(friendly)
Home game - sports field
4-5pm (approximately)

Wednesday 10th June
Years 8–10 rounders vs Stewards (friendly)
Away game
Leaving 3.30pm
Fixture 4-5pm (approximately)
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FIND US ONLINE

Remember you can 
always keep up to 

date with all things 
Saint Nicks via our 

Facebook and Twitter 
pages. 

Just follow the links 
below 

FACEBOOK 

TWITTER

LOWER SCHOOL 
EXTREME READING 

COMPETITION

This is a reminder 
that the Lower School 

extreme reading photo 
competition entries 

need to be given to Mrs 
Bedford by Friday 12th 

June.

Thank you

PARENTS OF LOWER 
SCHOOL CHILDREN

A polite reminder that 
Reception - Year 2 children are 

to be collected from outside their 
classrooms at 3.30pm and Years 3 
- 5 are to be collected from under 
the sails adjacent to the car park 

at 3.45pm.

 Children are not permitted to 
use the playground equipment 
before or after school for safety 

reasons. 

Children are not permitted to 
walk across the car park on their 

own but must be collected by 
their parents where a member of 

staff is on duty.

Thank you or your cooperation in 
these matters.  

SCHOOL PRODUCTION REQUESTS

Patchwork quilts 
Quilts 

Cotton material for bunting.

The quilts will be used outside so they 
must be old (no family heirlooms!) as 

they may get wet or muddy.
Donations can be dropped in to the 

office or the theatre.
Thank you!

Please form two lanes 
when travelling up the 

driveway in the morning.

The left hand lane is for 
dropping off children and 

the right is to enter and 
park in the playground. 

Thank you

http://www.facebook.com/saintnicholasschoolharlow
http://www.twitter.com/saintnickssch

