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1. Introduction

Homework is set for all pupils.   The amount of homework will be dependent upon a pupil’s age and the subjects being studied.   Homework is given high priority because it develops self-discipline and the ability to study independently, which are attributes essential for further success.   Homework diaries are issued to juniors and student planners to all pupils in the senior department, to allow a two-way communication process between the home and the school.

Pupils at Saint Nicholas are set homework on a regular basis and teachers are expected to encourage its completion to a high standard.  The main purposes of homework are as follows:

· to encourage self-discipline and improve personal organisation

· to create additional time for structured learning

· to consolidate and complete work done or started in class

· to foster independent study habits.

1.1 Amount of Homework

The amount of homework set in the junior department will vary from 20 to 50 minutes each evening and it will normally consist of reading aloud to parents, finding things out or learning tables or spellings, as well as developing and consolidating work done in class.

Pupils in the senior department are set homework according to a timetable which specifies four subjects per evening.  The amount of homework set per subject should range from approximately 20 minutes in Year 7, to around 30 minutes in Years 10 and 11.  All homework tasks should be completed by the pupils on the evening they are set, and should be handed in to the form teacher the next morning.

1.2 Homework tasks
Homework tasks will vary a great deal and may include any of the following:

· learning notes, facts, vocabulary

· writing notes or a piece of creative or descriptive writing

· mathematical exercises or scientific problem solving

· work on an on-going project

· reading

· research or collecting information

· completion of classwork

· revision for a test or examination.

A poorly completed piece of homework may lead to a demerit or lunchtime detention, during which the pupil should repeat the piece of work.  Any request to be excused homework, or any explanation as to why homework has not been done, should be covered by a note from the parent concerned.  All homework should be marked and returned to the pupils as soon as possible and a record kept of the marks or grades awarded.
1.3 Setting Homework tasks

To avoid creating barriers to the successful completion of a set homework task, the following procedure is suggested when setting the homework, especially to the younger forms.

•
Work is set and explained by the teacher

•
It should be concise and clear, and achievable for all members of the group

•
It should be differentiated to the abilities of individuals or groups of pupils

•
A summary is written on the board.

•
A summary is written into the homework diaries.

•
The form teacher checks at the end of the day to see what homework have been set and tries to ensure that the children take the appropriate equipment, as well as checking on homework diaries of those identified with organisational difficulties.

By using this procedure teachers can concentrate on the assessment of whether a child can use the skills and techniques taught. The outcome can then be used for planning future instruction.

1.4 Pupil Planners

All pupils are given a student planner in which all homework tasks should be recorded; subject teachers may need to check that this is being done adequately and in sufficient detail.  Parents and form teachers are asked to monitor student planners and sign them each week.
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